STATEMENT 


OS 
CONCERNING CONDITIONS AFFECTING THE NEGRO QA y Robs, 


POPULATION OF THE CITY OF NEWARK. 


As representatives of the Negro Community Council, we are presenting 
an analysis of conditions affecting the Negro community of Newark as w 
The Community Council is a coordinating 


political aspirations or interests, or for ulterior purposes. We repres- 
ent a croup of citizens in Newark but not of Neverk, in that the Negro cite 
izen has suffered fron an enforoed isoleti@n that has mado it aifticult for 
hin to identify with Newark and the aims of Newark. 


As a result of this enforced isolation, the group we represent finds 
itself held op to public oritioten and asorn; experiences every fore of 
social omic and cones the 
involuntary victim ae disease, rine, and 
social ostracism. 


The much-publicized "crime conditions" in the Hill District do not 
represent an isolated phenomenon either as to time, area or peoples. We 
do not contend that these conditions are non-existent; we recognize their 
BrevalenceizaMs do, contend thet the, crine which does. exist in the HLL 
District hi has been mado to appear synonymous with 
the N i ap not been antlysed an to E senses 
which produce an anti-social atmosphere, Every oriticisn that has been 
made by social Zu ES aa ana ne genen de 
Our here is to lay before you an ob= 
exist, and against which we have _ 


bi ar as Pr 
y AP for espejos dl 


; sanely, objectively, and with courage. It is within 
ur collective power--if you have the wi 


s crucial as many citizens have beon prone to consider our so-called 
Grime and delinquonoy wave in the current cmergeney, we say to you in all 
seriousness and at the being considered alarnists, that unless 
scrious thought end attention is given to the proposals we make at thi 
timo Newark will experience a far more disturbin 
at present.) The reason for such an alerming prod 


Rebellion in the public Scheel pr ai tie soos) ee 
BEE Samantha E 
resentment . at have becn increasing ycar after year. Poor housing, polico 
brutality, wi discrimination and huniliation and rebuff at every 
urn have boen the experiences of thosc peoplo, At the samo time their 
sons and husbands and brothers, are being inducted into the Armed Servico: 
sxpoted to mistreatment in Southern caxps—ell in tho nano of the four free 
doms. While society in general is gravely conccrned with the reception that 
will be afforded millions of young white Americans who bolicve themselves to 
be fighting for the four frcodoms, we say to you that the roturn of millions 
ung Men citizens who are much more cynical about the cause for which 

they fight, will be a much more serious concern unless upon their return they 
find a much better world than the one they left. 


That white and black young mon of Amorica may find a better world is’ 

your responsibility and ours . As we present thoso analyses and proposals, d 
wo hope you will understand that they arc boing pr an unemotional l 
light and with the ardent dosiro that out of this conference of cloar think- 

ing and plain talk wo may achieve a relationship of cooperation out of which 

botter things may come. 


1_EMPLOYMENT 


The major rebellions in history heve grown out of conditions 
of poverty, social isolation and unrest which eventually becene 
unbearable. The Negro group in Newark today is in a state of un- 
conscious, unorganized rebellion against conditions of Wmployment, 
under employment, as well as the various forms of humiliation, 
segregation and discrimination which face them in the most funda- 
mental need of any people--work, 


‘The very recent changes which have presented many additional 


panied by a convincing expression from employers; is not attended 

Ey the proper degreo of helpful sympathetic guidance which can give 

a feeling of security and belongingness. While more jobs are avail- 
able, discrimination has not ceased, Employment policics are as var- 
ied as are the racial attitudes of biased supervisors and captains of 
industry. We contend that the four frecdoms ere not intended to 
inelude frecdom for any individual to create or perpetuate social 
problems because of his racial bias. We furthcr contend that it is 

a civic responsibility for lea ders of public thought to initiate a 
commonsense program for the achicvenont of unity in such a timo 
erisis. Discrimination in employment today is sabotage on two fronts; 
that of the unity of American citizens first, and that of reducing tho 
value of persons qualified to scrvo in more productive channels. 


x 


a) That the Chamber of Commerce, azini 


(2) That these agencies initiate a program of group 
education for employment interviewers and plant supe: 
visors to couhtcract the insidious racial program which 
is oxtant. 


(3) That a universal policy bo advocated for class= 
ifying and up-grading workers rogardless of rece, 
but according to their personality, qualifications 
and abilitics. 


(4) That the services of qualified individuals and 
groups within the Negro community bo utilized to 


of current practices of Hees ‘things for Negroes by 
whites who contend that "they know the Negro. 


II HOUSING 


E Newark is one of tho most congested oities in the United States 
s that the situation will grow stcadily wors 

Tie Sousing As quicsoent for the duration, much oa be deme cre 

the situation if aggressive action and coordination can be made part of 


moral, montal and physical hea lth arc bound in greater or losser measure 
to reflect the sordidncss of his environment 


Giving tecth to current ordinance on Health and 
janitation will pornit wholesale rehabilitation 

of structures and ar cas which threaton the health and happiness of thous~ 

ands. Arguments tending to protect the "rights" of absentee landlor: 

are invalid when the safoty and livos of human beings aro involved. 
program of condemnation and demolition, without rehabilitation, can only 
accentuate an already serious problem by rendering completely homeless 
thosc who now have shelter, however inadequate. 


Rehabilitation: 


Existing Resources: The persistence of real estate operators and 
ogeite In Eko mniversa] practice of limiting Nogro hone renters end pur- 
chasers to pre-determincd arcos, is unsound cconomiés and short-sighted 
Publio housing developmonts in every section of the / 

of home is an attribute 
groups. Residential 


social practice. 
country arc providing ample proof that pride 


blight u upon tho City» The wholo comm 
orime, disease end social dislocation crested by this policy of conscious 


selfishness, and the human beings forced to dwell in these modern ghettos, 
carry a stigma which they arc not permitted to oscape. 
Public housing as e national program was op- 


©. -F. H. A. Dovelopnonts: a 
posed almost universally by realtors and finz 


aaan to etiaiate private Bez 


of ETER Bann pot cos 
Despite tremendous nccd: far the housing ae enor or 


ho neglect or failure of private enterpriso to pro- 
te housing for wage carners, throws the challenge 
directly into the laps of our City fathers, Notional Housing Agoncios arc 

a potont cog in the federal machinery of war manpower and production, Upon 
proof of nocd, such as licwark can provide, materials and labor can be allo- 
catod for tho provisions of war housing to noct our area need. 


NHA WAR HOUST 


Nic recommend: 

That the Roal Estate Bosrd immediately engage in a careful study of a 

plan for neighborhood rchabilitation, and of the possibilitics for the 

AO developments in Newark and for tho Newark areas that 
c its policy of racial discrimination, not in terms of the 

fealnelos “decline of valuc" theory, but in the light of the pro- 

*s responsibilities to Newark and the American ideal. 


Sige soe eones of our City, with Health, Housing and roal- 
ate rop , explore the and initiate action 
for RETTEN dove l opments odos produc= 
quatcly housed, ns well as for those thousands 


tion 
who A tc BR ee ter 
III EDUCATION 


The public school is the most demooratio institution existing in Ancrica. 


It is our firm bolicf O E gt cuncechoo aveten 
is soundly however, that 
de 


e ia ES as m So eae 
desired. 


<< 


wark is a striking model of the American melting pot. With its 
y ES 80,000 Italian,s 60,000 Jews, 45,000 Negroes, 35,000 Poles 
e many other minorities, it presents a constant challenge to a 
en system which must plant the seeds of loyal Americanism in the 
arts of tens of thousands of children; create a RER of Piae . 
ness which is the first and lasting hunger of the human heart 


There are far too many teachers, counsellors, and supervisors in 
Newark schools who feer deri ore or abuse children becaus ir 
lack of understanding or sympathy for these children, and the backgrounds 
from which they came, There are fer too few of trained representatives 
of sone of these groups employed as teachers and counsellors, that they 
may bring understanding to their colle eagues, while achicving discipline 
through the comfort and belongingness all of the children in their charge 

seek. 


Because of the decade of temporary and substitute teacher economy 
which Newark has permitted, our teaching staff has tended toward stag- 
nation, With the completion of the recent examinations will come an 
opportunity to completely democratize our school system. 


We Recommend: The immodiato initiation of earefully-planncd courses on ok 
~~ intercultural and interracial relations for teachers and e 

sellors in our prinary and secondary school systems, and that the Board 

of Education, short of mandatory rule urge the acoeptance of such courses 

by teachers having under their jurisdiction large representations of minor- 

ity groups. 


That the Board lucation initiate a plan requiring hone visita- 
tions by toachers serving in arcas of the City whore minority group iso- 
lation results in dislocation, truancy and behavior problems; that the 
current practice of arbitrary "summons" of “Parents which de creating much 
paront-tcacher conflict, may be eliminato 


That more visiting toachers and more vocational ss , in oach 
instance to be persons grounded in an of minority 
group problems, bo assigned to the arcas in question, 


IV HEALTH 


lo montion this realm of civic organization more as evidence of what 
LAA conviction, foresight and courage are employed: 
Through the employment of doctors and nurses of every group; by Flaming 
objectively and scicntifically to attack discase, without ro; 
color of its carricr, Nowark has gaincd national recognition for ee hoalth 
accomplishments. This, in spite of ono of the worst housing conditions to 
ze found on the castern seaboard, This, in spite of constant pod for 

onomy; this, in spite of parecen ere. di 
ee E 
the donporstte principles eh E 

City through this department 3 3 


post of tho current hue and ory has centerod in tho area 
of dolinquoney and crime, ve fecl that a great deal of thought is required 
in analyzing the oxisting situation. Earlicr in this statement we have 
indicated there is resontment and unrest; roferences have been mado to 
the sordid conditions in our congested So a esi breed Atlee 
and crime, Anti-social expression found in a community is not something 
that can bo attributed to a racial or mtiomality strain and thus dispose 
of the question. 


Selcet the most favorite orca of any City; permit an unlimited 
number of taverns and liquor stores to operate in unrestrained 
Salons renove aad ara 02 epee renin ah o E 
businesses os to occupy sidewalks and strects; throw over 
aan al Set ostrecism, and the cnd result will be 
the 


In almost any on deli two remedies 
meii (1) provide recreational facilitios and (2) do somo= 
thing to mako parents assumo thoir responsibilities. The answer is 


notes es as thosc two statements would imply. Recreation is an 


thomsclvcs are frustrated and haressod, can not supply a philosophy 
that will kcop the incxperionecd child in the proper channels for bal- 
anced growth. It is tho responsibility of socicty to mako it possible 
for parents to control their children. It is the responsibility of 
the protective arm of society, the law enforcement agencics, to real- 
ize that thcir function is not alone one to apply punitive measures; 
but to oxtend p degree of understanding and sympathy of undorlying 
probloms which arc responsible for the minor forms of anti-social 
expression. 


Nogrocs in the Hill District for a considorablo length of timo have 
hed little cause to fccl that law onforcement agencics in Nowark have 
bcon other than repressive forces, In past yoars there have boon in- 
nuncrablo beatings of innocent pcoplc, and the outright killing of 

o E e staa ong eed 


their requirements havo been sct up to mect the demands of tho officials 
of the City of Newark, The officials of the City of Newark in turn 

have nover ropudiated this claim, Wo wish it clearly understood that 
Sale hab ment e ater siete ac ary U a 
or commissioners, but rather as a factual statement of the subtle and 
indircet means that heve bcon employed in years past to prevent Nogroes 
from feeling themselves a pert of this branch of the City govornment. 


In like measure the situation as it rolates to juvenile er 
represents an almost total picture of exclusion. Children 
ent truaney or behavior problems beyond tho control of the ee 1 
the public school dit sent to the Juvenile Court. Failure of our Com- 
munity to provide facilities for treatment of these dee 

thom boing roogräcd as deli: : wee 


woro registerod a fow years ago against the Probation Department 

Sener er. and we wish Rz tribute to Bere courage and r-nindet- 
of this of 1 re mado to 

pets qualificà porsons FR ‘tho Negro race ba the staff an that organ= 

isgtion. The community reaction to the dopartment, the cooperation ex- 

tond od to it, and the results obtained have improved immeasurably as 

En ult of à new policy which we carnestly hope will be brondencd even 
ro. 


Er er Be 


With this one exception, therefore, we see in force a policy 
where the colored population has only a negative experience with 
law enforcenent--nothing of a positive nature that will permit 
identification with this arm of government. It is a perfectly nata 
ural human reaction that resentment results. 


recommend: 


1, That the proposed ordinance creating a new "special" ST 
kaom as investigator in the POLOS Depsrtasreibe,de feat 
and thet the Department of Publio Safety refrain from the | 
creation of such "special" categories which require of such 
appointees less exacting qualifications than would be true of 


f ti 
degree of training, authority and supervision that would as 
them to accomplish the task at hand, 


2. That the Department of Public Safety declare the expiration of 


and that new examinations be set up for promulgation of new lists 
of officer candidates. 


3. That the Department of Public Safety declare officially to the 
Civil Service Commission, and publicly, that in physical qual- 
ifications a candidato may not be excluded on the ground of 
congenital "flat-fect." 


4. That the Department of Public Safety take imnedate steps for 
the selection and assignment of q yomen as pro= 


qualified caso workers, one of whom shall be 
a Negro, to provide investige os to 
the children and parente of ch Ben coming under the jurisdic- 
tion of these courts 


rvisional servi 


6. Farlior references to the numerous taverns, liquor stores and 
abia Mie seperating in tha pps o mes O 
where clso in Newark have liquor licenses heon issued with such 
lavish hand; nowkorc else docs supervision seen so lax. We rec- 
ommend a careful evaluation of all petitions for ro-licensing 


n the 
operation of well-knom racial distinction patterns, 
VI SOCIAL AGENCIES 


The Negro comunity for a number of years has displayod its willing- 
ness and its talents for offering specialized servicos to its clientelo. 
In the City of licrark are five agencies attempting to bring sorvice t 
the logro community and interpretation of its nocds in order to e: 
the combined forces which today are responsible for 
2 - precato. Fe 


It is oxtromely opstak that theso five ageneies serving a 
potentia clientele of over 45,000 peoplo, tho great majority of whom 
under-priviloge, have a combined total ae 30,000 
dolara, Comparison of this figure with the ‘appropri 
pended for the scrvico to another minority ee Poy TPR artes ind 
in much more favored cconomic and social cire ‘commen= 


> 


of tho Negro aro viowod. We contond that the degree of service these 

E agoncios aro permitted to cxtend the Negro community, as moasured by 
the facilities and staff with which e are equipped out of tho total + 
comunity resources will forovor stand as an index of the community's 
serious interest in the probloms we are here to discus 


We Recommend: 


L. That the Welfare Federation initiate a critical study of 
ees ejes tropas EE o ER 
=. ens ee AR 

f financial support that er may Be prep 
ey arate for the tasks they are eet up & 


VII CITY AFFAIRS 


As we have touched upon each phase of the problem as we in 
the Negro community have seen it, references to the City Commission 
have been mado, One general observation that we wish to inject into 
this discussion is that there is evidence of a chronic disregard of 
10% of the city A a E the Henn cena sti aia 
ter of p in city 
affairs. The see City Gomienion ms Bes AE move in the 
proper direction in the oe it anal fect A tok 
of Education member, Fair Employment Practices Committee, 
of threaleds important fuootione; Me conteot that the eas Pr 
Negro community have been unfavorsble to the Negro citizens 
Beate or of. sue abessbe of qualified persone in postion of 


qualified Negro eitizens-to 

with exactly the sane freedom and indise 
as is applied to other g © 
the creation of special categories into which occasional 
Negro appointees may be locked as in a cubicle, 


CONCLUSION 


As we bring this statement to a close, may we egain state 
that these criticism and reconmendations have been pres- 
onted in plain language, not to arouse conflict and antag- 
onisn, but rather to provoke honest discussion of issues 
een 


ery i mo hove offered constructivo suggestions 
At vive. tbe terion we hope you will ro- 
ciprocate by accopting both criticism and recommendation 
where good judgment cnables you to recognize their validity. 


n 


